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Johns Homestead Park
Preliminary Concept Plan

FRIENDS OF JOHNS HOMESTEAD PARK
www.johnshomesteadpark.org

May 2, 2016
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DRAFTHistoric Homestead Site
- House to be Trail Head with

interpretive signage
- Stabilize and preserve

outbuildings
- Pave driveway with

accessible parking spaces
- Improve Grounds (including

drainage, landscaping, etc.)

Public Parking
- Access from Lawrenceville Hwy.
- Paved driveway with 15-20

gravel parking spaces
- Restroom building
- Informational signage

Pedestrian bridge at
creek crossing

Paved accessible trail
between parking lot
and Homestead Site

Soft-surface hiking trail

Boardwalk across wetland

Pedestrian bridge at
creek crossing

Soft-surface hiking trail

Observation Deck

Boardwalk with
observation deck

Gazebo

Public Parking?

Gravel or paved
walking trail

Recreational Area
- Picnic Pavilion

- Barbecue Grills
- Small Playground

- Etc.

Pedestrian
bridges

Recreational Area
- Picnic Pavilion

- Barbecue Grills
- Small Playground

- Walking Trail
- Wetland overlook

- Gravel Parking Spaces

Remainder of park
property continues

south to Hwy 78
(forested wetlands

and creeks)

JOHNS HOMESTEAD PARCEL
(APPROX. 22 ACRES)

TWIN BROTHERS LAKES PARCEL
(APPROX. 28 ACRES)

LEGEND:

Johns Homestead Parcel
Twin Brothers Lakes Parcel
Existing House / Outbuildings
Lake
Wetland
Creek
Amenity Areas
Gravel / Paved Trail
Soft-Surface Trail
Bridge
Boardwalk
Observation Deck / Gazebo
Fishing Dock

A BRIEF HISTORY...
In the late 1820's John B. Johns purchased approximately 200
acres of land in what is now the City of Tucker. Shortly after
purchasing the property, Mr. Johns built a one room cottage,
which still remains today as part of the main house. The Johns
family lived on the property continuously until the 1980's. During
much of that time, the property was farmed, most likely for
wheat, corn and cotton. Several outbuildings also remain on the
property including a well house, a dairy house, an equipment
shed and a potting shed. These are some of the oldest standing
structures in DeKalb County.

In 2005, the County purchased the remaining 50 acres of the
original homestead site, using funds from the 2001 bond issue
for greenspace and parkland. This 50-acre site, which is now
known as Johns Homestead Park, is located between
Lawrenceville Highway and Highway 78. The County is currently
working with the Tucker Historical Society and the Friends of
Johns Homestead Park group to preserve the property and
create a public park for passive recreation.

The 50 acre park site is divided into two parcels. The northern
parcel is the Johns Homestead Site, which consists of
approximately 22 acres. This site contains the antebellum house
and historic outbuildings, and is eligible for listing on the
National Register. In 2016, the Homestead site was included on
the Georgia "Places in Peril" list, which brings attention to
historic sites that are in need of protection.

The lower 28 acres of the park includes the Twin Brothers Lakes
and is a beautiful tract of land where community residents come
to fish, walk their dogs, and do some bird watching.

IMMEDIATE NEEDS...
In the spring of 2016 the Friends of Johns Homestead Park group
worked with DeKalb County to protect these historic structures.
Commissioners Sharon Barnes-Sutton and Stan Watson provided
the funds necessary for a security fence. All Star Fence Company
donated the labor and installed the fence. The next big
undertaking is to repair the roof of the main house. Once that is
complete the house will need to be rehabilitated to ensure its
structural integrity.

VISION FOR THE FUTURE...
This preliminary concept plan illustrates some initial ideas for
improvements to the overall park based on input from local
residents and stakeholders. The intent of this plan is to create a
beautiful passive park that will serve as an important cultural,
educational and historic resource for the community.

Fishing Dock
(location TBD)

Pedestrian bridge at
creek crossing

Existing curb cuts
NOTE: AN OFFICIAL SURVEY WAS
NOT COMMISSIONED FOR THIS
DRAWING. BASE INFORMATION WAS
COMPILED FROM DEKALB COUNTY
GIS DATA, GOOGLE AERIALS AND
VISUAL OBSERVATIONS.


